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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A chip (24) card (G) reader for a card of 
rectangular shape whooo faoo (11), cal l od tho having a main face that includes: 

- a set (P) of electrical contact pads (pi), of which the dimensions and the 
position on the main face of the card are standardised; and 

- over all of its surface, or any part that is not occupied by the contact set 
(P), visual information (28), in particular for customising of the card according to its 
use, identifying its issuing authority or for advertising purposes; 

said card reader including of tho typo that i ncludes a housing, the having a 
body (32, 31) of which defines a horizontal slot (30) for the introduction of the card 
(G) into a functional position in relation to the housing; 

and of tho typo which i ncludes at least one electrical connector (40) for 
connection with the pads (pi) of the card (G) when the latter is in its functional 
contact Position, and at least one electronic component performing an interface 
function between the card and a terminal device to which the reader is connected, 

charactor i cod i n that wherein the electrical connector (40) and the said 
electronic component form part of a set (G) of electrical components (AO, 18) and/or 
electronic components (4§) which, when the card (G) is in its functional position, is 
located substantially above of the contact set (P), 

and in that tho wherein parts (§8) of the body (32) of the housing (40) which 
extend above the main face (44) of the card (G), outside of the location area (§0) of 
the component set (G), are made of a transparent material. 

2. (Currently Amended) A reader according to claim 1 , charactoricod in 
that wherein the body (32^34) of the housing (40) includes two opposing longitudinal 
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slides (36) which delimit the horizontal slot (30) for introduction and longitudinal 
guidance of the card (G) in the housing (40), and a transverse extremity (38) 
constituting an end-stop with which a front transverse edge {20) of the card (G) 
comes into contact in order to establish the functional position of the card in relation 
to the housing. 



3. (Currently Amended) A reader according to tho preceding claim 2 
charactor i ood in that wherein the location area (§0) of the component set (G) is 
connected to the slides (36) by means of two opposing upper arms (§8) which 
extend generally in a transverse direction. 



4. (Currently Amended) A reader according to tho procoding claim 3, 
charactoriood in that wherein the average width of each connecting arm (§8) is 
substantially equal to the length of the associated slide (36). 

5. (Currently Amended) A reader according to ^ithnr of chime 3 or 1 
c!aim_3, charactor i ood in that wherein the length of the slide (36) is less than the 
length of the card (G). 

6. (Currently Amended) A reader according to tho procoding claim 5, 
c haracterised in that wherejn the length of the slide (36) is substantially equal to a third of 
the length of the card (G), 



7. (Currently Amended) A reader according to either of claimc 5 or C 
c!aim_5, c h a ractoriood in that wherein the slides (36) are displaced longitudinally to 
the rear in relation to the front transverse edge (20) of the card (G) when the latter is 
in its functional position. 



8. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of claimc 3 to 7 claim 
3, c h a ractoriood i n that wherein the component set (G) is placed at the longitudinal 
front extremity of the housing (40), and in4hat wherein the two upper connecting 
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arms (§8) extend, substantially in a V shape, to the rear from the location area (§0) 
of the component set (G). 

9. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of tho proooding 
claims cjajmj. , charactoricod in that wherein the location area (§0) of the component 
set (G) is a recess formed in a central part of the upper wall (32) of the housing (10), 
which is made of transparent material. 

10. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of tho procoding 
claims claim 1 , characterised in that wherein the upper wall (32) of the housing is 
created by moulding in a transparent plastic material. 

11. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of tho procoding 
c l aims claim "> . characterised in that it includoc further including a lower wall (34) 
which extends transversally between the slides (3§) and which is made of 
transparent material. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A reader according to tho procoding claim H, 
characterised i n that wherein the lower wall (3§) of the housing is created by 
moulding in a transparent plastic material. 

13. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of tho procoding 
Gteims claim 1 , charactoricod in that wherein the maximum transverse width of the 
component set (G) is substantially equal to the transverse width of the contact set 

14. (Currently Amended) A housing reader according to any-of-the 
procod i ng c l a i mo claim 1, charactoriood in that wherein the transverse width of the 
electrical connector is substantially equal to the transverse width of the contact set 



Preliminary Amendment 
Application No. Unassianed 
Attorney's Docket No. 032326-294 

Page 6 



15. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of tho procod i ng 
claims claim 1 , charaotor i ood in that wherein the component set includes a support 
board in an insulating material (PCB) of substantially rectangular outline, which is 
located above the contact set (P), substantially at right angles with the latter, and 
which carries the components (40, 46, 48) of the component set (G). 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A reader according to tho procoding claim 15, 
charactoricod i n that wherein the support board is a printed circuit board. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A reader according to tho procoding claim 16, 
charaotoriood in that wherein the electrical connector (40) is mounted below the 
bottom face (42) of the printed circuit board (PGB), and m-tha4 wherein the other 
components (46, 48) are arranged on the top face (44) of the printed circuit board 
(PC©). 



18. (Currently Amended) A reader according to claim 15, charactoriood in 
that wherein the support board belongs to the electrical connector (40), and in that 
wherein the other components (46, 48) are arranged on the top face (44) of the support 
board. 



1 9. (Currently Amended) A reader according to ?nyof clnimc 15 to 13, 
takon togothorwith cla i m 8 claim 24. charactor i ood in that wherein the top face (44) 
of the support board (PCS) carries at least one warning light (48) which is visible 
from the outside through the housing (32). 

20. (Currently Amended) A reader according to ^ny of claimc 15 to 10, 
t a kon togothor w i th oithor of claimo 1 3 or 1 1 cjajm25, c h a ractoriood in that wherein 
the transverse width of the support board (PCB) is substantially equal to the 
transverse width of the contact set (P). 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of claims 15 to 20 
claim 15, charaotor i cod in that wherein the transverse rear edge (47) of the printed 
circuit board (PCB) is located substantially at right angles with the transverse rear 
edge of the contact set (P). 

22. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of claims 15 to 21 
claim 15. characterised in that wherein the support board (PCB) extends 
longitudinally to the front beyond the front transverse edge of the contact set (P). 

23. (Currently Amended) A reader according to any of claims 15 to 22 
claim 15 > charactoriood in that wherein the front transverse extremity of the support 
board (PCB) includes resources (§4) for the connection of the component set with a 
cable (42) for connection of the housing to a terminal device to which the reader is 
connected. 



24. (New) A reader according to claim 8, wherein the component set 
includes a support board in an insulating material of substantially rectangular outline, 
which is located above the contact set, substantially at right angles with the latter, 
and which carries the components of the component set. 

25. (New) A reader according to claim 1 3, wherein the component set 
includes a support board in an insulating material of substantially rectangular outline, 
which is located above the contact set, substantially at right angles with the latter, 
and which carries the components of the component set. 



